
cases. It is well illustrated and is full of good common-sense
instruction. If any criticism is called for, it is that it goes into
the subject of treatment in some instances a little more fully
than is necessary.
Transactions of the Rhode Island Medical Society. Vol v, Part v.

Providence: Snow and Farnham, 1899.
This volume covers the proceedings of the society for 1898,

and includes the quarterly meetings as well as the annual. It
contains the president's address, eleven original papers and the
reports of the officers of the society.

New Instruments.
A NEW INTUBATOR.

BY WARWICK M. COWGILL, Ph.D., M.D.
PADUCAH, KY.

This instrument is a modification of the "French" intuba-
tor. The modification consists of the angle put in the instru-
ment. The angle at A in the shaft of the instrument
brings the handle to the right and throws the hand of the
operator out of his line of vision. The pistol handle B,
which is turned downward and to the right, gives the operator
an easy grasp of the instrument. The "French" instrument

with its straight shaft and handle throws the operator's hand
into a very awkward position directly in front of him, and
at the crucial moment, when the tube is about to enter the
larynx, the operator's wrist, elbow and shoulder-joints are

locked, giving the hand and arm a rigidity not conducive to
easy and accurate work. In the instrument here presented
these awkward positions are overcome, and make the opera-
tion of intubation easier.

415 Broadway.

Necrology.
R. Gale, M.D., McKinney, Texas, died March 20, aged í

years. He was born in Virginia and graduated from Baltimore
Medical College in 1835. He served at various times before the
war as surgeon in the United States Army. In 1849 he made
the long journey with the California gold seekers to the Pacific
coast, drifting back South, where he was inspector of drugs at
New Orleans about the time of the breaking out of the Civil
War. Later he served as post surgeon in the United States
Army at various points, and settled in McKinney about twenty
years ago.

J. M. Young, M.D., Bloomfield, Iowa, died March 17. Dr.
Young had been for many months the victim of kidney disease.
He was a member of the Western Surgical and Gynecological
Association, the American Medical Association, and had
been president of the Des Moines Valley Medical Association.
He was born in 1841, in Indiana.

James Blakeley Herron, M.D., Allegheny, Pa., died March

17. He was 76 years of age. Immediately after graduation
from the Western University of Pennsylvania, in 1845, he took
up the study of medicine and surgery in the University of the
City of New York, graduating from that institution with hon¬
ors in the class of 1845. After taking his degree he went to
the University of Dublin (Ireland), where he took a post-gradu¬
ate course in medicine and surgery.

Edward Hilborne Ashwin, M.D., L. I. Coll. Hospital, New
York, 1882, died at his home in Brooklyn, N. Y., March 28, in
his 55th year.

William Vissman, M.D., died March 29, in Morristown,
N. J., aged 66 years. He was born in Louisville, Ky., was

graduated at the Louisville Medical College, and in 1892 re¬

ceived a degree from the University of Berlin, Germany. For
a while he was a resident of New York and a member of several
medical societies of that city.

Alfred W. Carey, M.D., born Jan. 9, 1853, at Euphemia,
Ontario, Canada, died March 23, 1899, at Wild Rose, Wie. He
was graduated from the Michigan College of Medicine in 1881,

Wright Rives, M.D., assistant surgeon at the Garfield
Memorial Hospital, Washington, D. C, died April 1, aged 26
years.

J. T. Coleman, M.D., Henderson, Ga., March 21, aged 78
years.

.

P. M. Duvall, M.D., Farmington, 111., March 17. . .

J. H. Fitzgerald, M.D., Chicago, March 29.
. .

Charlotte
Lavinia Merrick, M.D., Utica, N. Y., aged 49 years.

.

. P. H.
Pendieton, M.D., Pine Bluff, Ark., March 26, aged 45 years.

. . W. H. Roane, M.D., Holly Springs, La., Marchio. . .John
Schruber, M.D., Joliet, 111., March 20, aged 57 years.

. .

C..F.
Smolt, M.D., Newton, Kan., March 14.

.

. John J. Sullivan,
M.D., Univ. of N. Y., 1886, died in New York City March
26, aged 42 years.

. .

Gray Taggart, M.D., Galesburg, 111.,
April 2, of acute pneumonia, aged 33. . . Martin L. Unruh,
M.D., College of Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore, died in
Philadelphia, March 16, aged 40 years.

Miscellany.
Poison Label not Required.—The supreme court of Tennessee

holds, in the case of Wise vs. Morgan, that the statute of that
State, requiring druggists to label all poisonous substances,
does not apply to medicines compounded by druggists upon
the prescriptions of physicians.

Vaccin Bodies.—A. Huckel concludes that the peculiar bodies
noted after inoculation of vaccin in the cornea of rabbits, etc.,
are not parasitic protozoa, as some have surmised, but proceed
directly from the cell protoplasm. Certain portions of the cell-
bodies in the epithelium degenerate from the first in a very
peculiar manner, and the vaccin bodies are the results of this
degeneration.—Vienna Klin. Runds., March 2.

Post-mortem Birth.—Professor Langerhans relates that the
cadaver of a young woman who had died sixty hours before, of
phthisis, pregnancy not suspected, was placed on the table
ready for the necropsy. Half an hour later it was noticed that
the head of a fetus, corresponding to about the thirty second
week, had emerged from the vulva. The expulsion was not
caused by putrefaction gases in this case, as there was no trace
of decomposition.—Viertelj. f. Ger. Med., xvii, 1.

Salt Solution.—R. Quinton attributes the effects of salt solu¬
tion to the fact that all living beings are descended from spe¬
cies originally living in sea water. Sponges, etc., have no
other circulating fluid than the water, and as we rise in the
scale and the organism becomes a closed cavity, the circulating
medium still presents the characteristics of sea water ; the
same salts, the same substances, and in the same order of im¬
portance. The white corpuscle lives in sea water, the only
medium in which it survives. "An organism is a mass of sea
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water in which the cells that compose it live in aquatic condì
tions." He draws the rractical conclusion that the isotony of
saline injections should not be determined by the amount of
concentration of the total serum, but merely of the exclusively
mineral (marine) part of the serum.—Presse Méd., March 15.

Hospitals.—The new hospital at Winona, Minn., erected and
furnished at a cost of $40,000, has just been completed

. .

.

The Mary Thompson Hospital for Women and Children, Chi¬
cago, is the recipient of §8700 from the heirs of the Carter H.
Harrison estate. The money is to be held in trust, and the in¬
terest applied to the maintenance of a room to be known as the
Carter H. Harrison room

. . .

The late Elizabeth H. Gates
has willed the Buffalo ( . Y.) General Hospital $50,000, with
the additional sum of $1000 for the continued maintenance of
the room in the hospital which she has heretofore had in
charge. She also gives to the Children's Hospital $1000, and
to the University of Buffalo, for the use of the medical depart¬
ment, $5000.

Restriction of Sale of Liquor In Porto Rico.—General Guy V.
Henry, commanding the department of Porto Rico, in an
order issued March 8, says : It having been brought to the
attention of the department commander that liquor is sold
to children, to the detriment of their health and morals, the
sale or giving of liquor of any kind, by any person, to any child
under 14 years of age, is strictly prohibited, under penalty ; if
convicted of violation of this order, to imprisonment for sixty
days and a fine of $60 for each offense. The civil authorities,
police and others, are enjoined to see to the proper execution
of this order, and to do everything possible to rescue the young
from reported conditions which, if continued, are certain to
ruin them morally and physically, and to impair their future
usefulness. All the orders published by General Henry are
issued as a double sheet, printed in English on the one leaf and
in Spanish on the other.

May be Cross Examined as to Compensation.—With the imperfec¬
tions that are conceded to exist in expert testimony, the second
appellate division of the supreme court of New York thinks
that the plainest dictates of justice require that the opposing
party should have every opportunity to inquire into the fair
ness and interest of the expert, as well as into his scientific
skill and knowledge. Plainly, it says, the size of a fee a wit
ness is to receive for his testimony may, in the case of a weak
character, bias his judgment, and the parties and the jury are
entitled to know just what compensation an expert witness has
received or is to receive. Here, in the personal injury case of
Zimmer vs. Third Avenue Railroad Company, was an expert
witness who assumed to be disinterested, save that he was
called and employed by one of the parties. If, in fact, his
interest was greater, either because he had received an exorbi¬
tant fee or because the fee that he was to receive, whether
exorbitant or not, was contingent on the result of the litiga¬
tion, the court insists that the parties and the jury had a right
to know it. And, for these reasons, the court holds that it was
a reversible error to sustain an objection to the cross examina¬
tion of the witness as to the compensation he was to receive
for his services in giving testimony.

Military Posts in Porto Rico.—Ten military posts in the District
of Ponce have recently been abandoned and the troops aggre¬
gated at the chief town. There yet remain in this district nine
posts each garrisoned by one company, except Ponce, which
has a battalion of the 19th U. S. Infantry, a troop of the 5th
Cavalry and a battery of the 7th Artillery, and Yanco, which
has three companies of the 19th Infantry. The District of San
Juan has ten garrisons, each consisting of one company or

troop, except the capital, which has the whole of the 11th In¬
fantry and three batteries of the 5th Artillery. The general
hospital of this district is in charge of Major Charles S. Mason,
brigade surgeon, Vols. The building which was formerly the

Spanish military hospital is now in excellent condition. The
hospital corps company is well equipped and the training-
school in full operation. Very favorable reports have been re¬

ceived as to the condition of this hospital, which is said to re¬

quire only an ice plant and an electric-light plant to make it
perfect. The general hospital at Ponce is under the care of
Capt. George Wells, assistant surgeon, U. S. A. The ward
buildings of this hospital are said to be in good condition and
to have been recently improved in their bathrooms and water-
closets. The hospital-corps company is quartered in tents
which are floored and not overcrowded.

No Way to Prove Bill.—The statute prohibiting the disclosure
of information acquired in the line of professional duty, Judge
McAdam suggests, at a trial term of the supreme court of New
York, in the case of McGillicuddy vs. Farmers' Loan and Trust
Company, was passed to throw the mantle of charity over the
sick and unfortunate, and at the same time elevate the medi¬
cal practitioner to the high plane with the clergy and good
Samaritan, leaving him to protect his fees according to profes¬
sional ethics, so long as he does not infringe the humanitarian
sentiment embraced in this statute. He also holds that, while
the failure of a licensed physician to register his license may
subject him to the penalties imposed by the registration act,
and may perhaps deprive him of all right to recover compensa¬
tion for services, it in no manner alters the fact that he has
been licensed to practice physic, and, therefore, excluded from
disclosing information acquired in the line of professional duty
—even to aid another physician, who has attended the same

case, to prove his bill, which bill, in this case, amounted to
nearly 824,000.

Urine Examinations in Insanity.—Dr. Edwin G. Klein of Wil¬
lard State Hospital publishes (N. Y. Med. Jour., March 18)
the summary of the results of urine examinations in 202 cases
of insanity, with comparisons of authorities on this point.
The following are the chief results of his examinations : The
average total amount of urine was, for males, 1125 c.c, for
females, 1020 c.c. ; average specific gravity, 1019, minimum,
1005, maximum, 1035. .Urea varied with specific gravity, but
was on the whole rather decreased. Phosphates were decreased
in the excited patients, but the reverse in the depressed cases.
Oxalates were in excess in six of the depressed cases, and in
two, treatment directed to this symptom was followed by com¬

plete or approximate recovery. Chlorids were increased after
epileptic attacks in three out of four cases examined, also in
one case of paresis after a convulsive attack. Uric acid in
excess was common in dementia and was observed several
times in paresis. Urates, when in excess, were generally asso¬

ciated with dyspepsia. Peptone was found twice in twelve
cases of paresis, the tests, however, were not implicitly trusted,
and it might possibly have been more frequent. Albumin was

found four times only in 202 cases, in one of these only tran¬
sient. Yet in the majority of autopsies of the insane, chronic
kidney disease is found to exist. Dr. Klein thinks that if
often enough sought for albumin would be more generally
found. In six cases glucose was discovered, not as large a pro¬
portion as others have reported, but the tests seem to have
been thorough. The report is only a preliminary one, and the
author hopes in the future to investigate many of the points
more thoroughly. It is, however, of interest as far as it goes.

Insanity Through Exposure and Hardship.—An insurance suit in
New York was brought to prove the voidance of a fire policy by
reason of want of due care on the part of the master of a brig
that was lost at sea. The answer, after denying the allega¬
tion, averred that at the time of the wreck Captain Hays was
unconscious of his acts and unfit to navigate because of his ill¬
ness. It was claimed that he was insane from the stress of
anxiety and loss of rest which was the result of three days and
nights of duty in the storm, the last forty-eight hours having
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been passed on deck. The trial court held, while admitting
these facts, that the insanity of the defendant furnished no

defense. It appeared that he dosed himself heavily with
quinin during this exposure. The decision on the trial was
affirmed by the late General Term, but the court of appeals
has ordered a reversal, holding, in an opinion by Judge Haight,
that such a view was carrying the law of negligence to a point
which was unreasonable and prior to a case unheard of, and
was establishing a doctrine abhorrent to all principles of equity
and justice. "The man is not yet born," Justice Haight said,
"in whom there is not a limit to his physical and mental endur¬
ance, and when that limit has been passed he must yield to
laws over which man has no control. When the case was here
before it was said that the defendant was bound to exercise
such reasonable care and prudence as a careful and prudent
man would ordinarily give to his own vessel. What careful
and prudent man could do more than to care for his vessel
until· overcome by physical exhaustion? To do more was

impossible. And yet we are told that he must be responsible."
As to whether the mate should be chargeable with negligence
was a question, the court said, which had not as yet been
determined. Whether the condition of the captain was so

apparent at the time as to charge the mate with negligence in
not resorting to strong measures was held to be a question of
fact for the determination of the jury.

Parasite of Cancer.—A number of observers have noted a para
sitie fungus in cancers, in the shape of spherules and cylindric
cells, but they have been variously interpreted. Bra now
asserts that they are probably actinomycetes, and that he has
found them constantly in the blood or sections of the cancer in
six personal observations, which increases the total to twenty-
two cases of cancer of the uterus, mammte, ovary or rectum,
or with epithelioma of the tongue or cervix, in which these
parasites have been noted in the blood. He further makes the
important announcement that by injecting animals with cui
tures of this fungus derived from human cancer, he has pro¬
duced tumors with the typic structure of fibrosarcoma and
carcinoma, also that cultures derived from these experimental
tumors constantly proved to be cultures of the parasite in
question, the cultures from the human tumors. The best cul¬
ture-medium was from bouillon made from cows' udders kept
at 30 to 35 C, with 2 per thousand sea salt. The aerobic cul¬
tures appear the fifth day with a thin whitish-gray film on the
surface and at the bottom of the tube. They also flourish well
on the usual media. When the spores are expelled the cultures
turn pink as the spores are red. The Presse Méd. of February
22 contains Bra's detailed account with cuts.

Pneumonia and the Doctors.—One of the New York daily papers
has gotten itself into somewhat of a hornet's nest by an edi¬
torial article headed, "Pneumonia and the Doctors," in which
it is claimed that the successful result in the case of Mr. Kip
ling has set a new standard in the management of this disease.
The gist of the article may be inferred from the following par¬
agraphs : "Now that Mr. Kipling has been saved, we hope the
doctors understand that hereafter none of their patients will
be content to die of pneumonia. . . . Hereafter, when a

physician loses a pneumonia patient of good constitution and
under forty, what excuse can he hope to give that will satisfy
the friends of the deceased? We do not see that he can give
any. They will be prone to believe that what has been done
can be done again." Naturally, this diatribe called forth an
inundation of replies, going into various phaees of the question
át issue, and perhaps the most telling of these was one from a
correspondent who maintained that a competent practitioner
who should have a failure and be worsted in his efforts to save
a patient, need fear no open or covert criticism of the family
based upon the recovery of Mr. Kipling. "Let him," said the
writer, "recall to their minds the fact that while the father

recovered, the daughter died of pneumonia, although she was
under the care ot the same eminent physician, with trained
nurses and every aid that wealth and modern science could
bring to her relief. One was taken and the other left." It is
almost surprising that the critic editor could not himself have
seen this very obvious fact and spared his deductions accord¬
ingly.

The Troops at Pinar del Rio, Cuba_A report by Major William
F. de Niedman. brigade surgeon, volunteers, to the chief sur¬

geon, Department of Pinar del Pio, gives a satisfactory view of
the conditions affecting the troops stationed near the chief
town of this military department. The command at this place
consists of a battalion of the Third Vol. Engineers, four troops
of the Seventh U. S. Cavalry, the First U. S. Infantry and a

company of the Signal Corps. The camp is situated one and a

half miles northwest of the town of Pinar del Rio, on a knoll at
the base of the foothills. The ground is high and well drained
and has a palm grove on the east. The tents are old hospital
tents that have been disinfected and cleaned by boiling. Six
men are assigned to each tent. They have excellent cots, but
no wooden flooring. The sinks are on the opposite flank from
the kitchens and mess tents and are distant fifty meters from
the nearest living tents. Each deposit is immediately covered
and quicklime is used three times a day. Garbage is burned.
The hospital of this command was formerly the hospital of the
Third Division of the Second Army Corps, organized at Camp
Meade, Pa., and subsequently moved to Athens, Ga., and
thence to its present station, via Savannah, Ga., and Havana,
Cuba. The tents are new hospital tents of brown duck, giv¬
ing space for ninety five beds. One ward is used for venereal
cases only, and one for the isolation of contagious diseases, at
present for measles, which is the prevailing disease. There are

at present forty three men sick in the hospital. The hospital
corps company consists of three hospital stewards, eleven act¬
ing hospital stewards and 116 private soldiers, of whom sixty
are recruits who, under daily instruction and drills, are show¬
ing marked improvement in their training. The water supply,
from a mountain stream, is filtered through Maignen and
Berkfeld filters. Milk is scarce and, in fact, all special articles
of food for hospital use are either not to be obtained at all or

are purchased at exorbitant prices from local dealers in the
town. The subsistence department is urged to keep on hand
certain of these articles, so that they may be purchased for the
hospital diet kitchen at reasonable rates.

Fees for Attending Inquest.—When a physician or surgeon has
beensubpenaed and ordered by the county coroner, under the
provisions of section 8379 of the Revised Statutes of Idaho, to
inspect the body of a deceased person, and to give to the coro¬

ner's jury his professional opinion as to the cause of death,
the supreme court of Idaho holds that a reasonable value of
his services in making the inspection is a charge against the
county. By the use of the word "inspect" in the foregoing cited
section, the court holds that it was contemplated that the phy¬
sician or surgeon must make such an inspection of the body as

would enable him to form and give a professional opinion as to
the cause of death. If an autopsy is absolutely required for
that purpose, then the inspection must go that far. TheMn-
quest is held for the purpose of ascertaining the cause of death,
and to hold that the law is not broad enough for that purpose,
when more than ocular inspection is required to prove that
fact, the court declares, would be most technic and absurd.
The coroner is supposed to do his duty, and not to require an

autopsy, unless there is some evidence tending to show that
the death was caused by criminal means. In the case of death
by accident or disease, the county should not be put to the ex¬

pense of an autopsy. In the matter of compensation, the court
holds that, if an autopsy is necessary to ascertain the cause of
death, and such autopsy is made by the physician, under the
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provisions of the statute, he is entitled to recover from the
county the reasonable value of his services in making such
post-mortem examination. But, the court says, a physician is
not entitled to the compensation aforesaid on the ground that
he is an expert witness, but for the work and labor necessary
in an examination of the body in order to prepare himself to
give an intelligent opinion to the jury of the cause of the death
of the deceased. Last of all, the court holds, case of Fair-
child vs. Ada County, that the coroner is not authorized to
make a contract as to the sum the county shall pay in such
cases, and that the board of county commissioners should allow
only reasonable value of such services.

Not Privileged Communications.—The contestants of a will
offeied the testimony of two physicians, partners, one of whom
had been the attending physician of the deceased, and to whom
her son-in-law applied to make an examination of her mental
condition about four months before the date of the will, to
ascertain as to her mental competency to care for her own prop¬
erty, with a view to applying to the county court for release
from guardianship, under which she had been placed with her
own consent. She submitted herself to the examination for
this purpose. The circuit court, after ascertaining that the
knowledge of these physicians was thus obtained, excluded
their testimony as privileged. But the supreme court of Wis¬
consin holds, In re Bruendl's Will, that this was error. The
supreme court says that the seal placed on the lips of the phy¬
sician by the statute of that State, relates only to "information
necessary to enable him to prescribe for such patient as a phy¬
sician." In construing this, the court holds that the purpose
to cure or alleviate is an essential element in the meaning of
the words "to prescribe as a physician," and that the prohibi¬
tion against disclosing information applies only when such pur¬
pose is present. Advice, if any, was sought in this case, not
with reference to treatment of any disease, but as to whether
to make an application to the court. Consequently, the
supreme court holds that the information obtained by the
physicians was not necessary, and was not obtained for the
purpose of enabling them to prescribe for the testatrix as phy¬
sicians, and that therefore they were not incompetent to give
testimony thereof. It may be contended, not without force,
says the court, that there is the same reason for confidence
when the examination is only to ascertain whether a certain
disease exists, without any purpose that the physician shall
attempt any prescription or advice for cure ; but the legislature
has not seen fit to so declare, and such a case is as it was before
the statute.

Latest Mail News from Manila.—At the office of the surgeon-
general of the army, the latest report from Manila is on sani¬
tary matters, dated February 15, 1899, from the Second Bri
gade, First Division of the Eighth Army Corps, Major George
H. Penrose, brigade surgeon. This brigade is composed of
eight companies of the Fourteenth U. S. Infantry, six compa¬
nies of the First North Dakota Infantry, two troops of the
Fourth U. S. Cavalry and four mountain guns manned by
detachments of the Sixth U. S. Artillery. At the date of
writing these troops were established in the town of Pasay,
three miles south of Manila, their line3 extending from the
sea eastward about 3% miles. Those in the town were housed
in an old convent and native huts, those on the lines in wicki¬
ups. Sinks had been dug for the command, but the Chinese
residents persist in the use of the open fields. Well water was
used for drinking and bathing, that for the former purpose
being previously boiled. Most of the food supplied to the men

was prepared in Manila by the company cooks and sent out
three times a day. On February 7, on the outposts on the
San Pedro Macati Road, a case of smallpox was discovered in
the person of a native child. The child and the family were

moved south of the lines and the hut destroyed by fire. On

the 15th, the date of the report, another case was discovered
in a Chinaman living in the south end of the town. This was
at once reported to Major Bourne, sanitary officer of Manila,
who replied by telegraph that he would have the case re¬

moved at once. This report is considered to be as interesting
from what it does not say as from the information which it
conveys explicitly. Had there been any unusual sickness in
the command the fact would have been stated. No medical
report of the campaign now in progress nor list of battle casu¬

alties has yet been received from Manila.

A Sham Battle at Chlckamauga.—According to records now in
the office of the surgeon-general of the army, a battle was

fought, July 30, 1898, near the Alexander Bridge Road, Chlcka¬
mauga Park, Ga. The United States forces engaged were the
volunteer regiments composing the three brigades of the 3rd
Division of the 1st Army Corps. It does not appear from the
reports who or what constituted "the enemy" nor what were
his casualties, but from the movements of our troops and the
advance of some sections of our ambulance corps, it is evident
that he was driven from his position after a stubborn resistance
and that he must have suffered severely. That the engagement
was quite a serious one is manifest from the lists of casualties
sent in by regimental medic.-il officers after the fight. The
killed and wounded of the division are represented as number¬
ing close upon 500 men. This engagement with an unmen-

tioned enemy was undertaken for the special behoof of the am¬

bulance and hospital corps of the division field hospital. Cer¬
tain men of each regiment were detailed to fall out as killed or

wounded as the advance was made on the enemy's line. These
were aggregated at collecting stations in the rear of the regimen¬
tal line where the nature of the ground afforded some protection
from infantry fire. Here first aid was given and each wounded
man was tagged with a description of his suppositious wound
for needful action to be taken in his case by the litter bearers
and the surgeons at the division hospital. At the time of the
engagement the hospital-corps company was ehort handed, on

account of the failure of Congress to provide a hospital corps
for the volunteer troops and the disinclination of suitable men

to transfer from the line of the volunteers into a corps of the
regular army. The hospital-corps company of the Division,
after providing the necessary men for the service of the hospi¬
tal, was able to furnish only one litter squad for duty in the rear

of each regiment. This number was utterly inadequate to
carry the severely wounded to the ambulance stations so that
many sufferers had to be left on the field. It would seem that
none of the troops had been furnished with first aid packets,
as there is no reference to their use in any of the reports.
After the battle, casualty lists, as required by army regulations,
were forwarded by regimental surgeons, and reports were made
to the chief surgeon of the division, Major J. D. Griffith, by
each of the brigade surgeons, by the commanding officer of the
ambulance company and the surgeon in charge of the field-
hospital. Every regimental surgeon complained of the inad¬
equacy of the litter squads. The surgeon of the 3rd brigade
stated that " the engagement at the Alexander Bridge Road,
July 30, 1898, demonstrated the utter inability of the litter
corps to properly care for the wounded." The other brigade
surgeons gave detailed reports of the number brought off by
the litter bearers and of those that had to be left on the field.
The chief of the ambulance corps, Major Frank C. Armstrong,
stated his strength as 6 officers and 61 men, 18 ambulances and
8 wagons. He specified the work done by his command and
illustrated it with a sketch of the country, the line of battle
and the locations of the ambulance stations and of the field-
hospital. Great difficulty, he said, was experienced " on

account of insufficient number of litter-bearers for carrying the
men from the line." The surgeon in charge of the field-hospi¬
tal, Major Thomas C. Clark, reported the strength of his com-

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of British Columbia Library User  on 06/18/2015



mand in medical officers and hospital-corps men, regretting
that he had so few to send to the front as litter-bearers. He de¬
scribed the establishment of the hospital, the arrival of those
slightly wounded and able to walk, and the delivery of 143
cases by the ambulance company. He considered that if these
had been real cases he would have been short handed. The
evident inadequacy of the litter-bearers for the work before
them should have led the division surgeon to ask the com¬

manding general for a detail from some of the regiments which
had suffered least to aid in bringing the wounded to the ambu¬
lance stations. But perhaps he did this and was refused on

the ground that not a man could be spared from the line of
battle. We can not tell, as unfortunately the division surgeon
failed to make a report on the fight. Notwithstanding the un-

assuaged suffering of the wounded left on the field, the results
of this engagement must have proved very instructive to the
medical officers of the division.

Physicians' Municipal League.—This league, organized at Cleve¬
land, Ohio, and referred to on page 772, has been eminently
successful in attaining the objects which prompted its organi¬
zation. A meeting was held March 23, at which addresses were

delivered by four speakers interested in the movement to
divorce municipal affairs from politics. The meeting was

enthusiastic, over 200 members of the best of the Cleveland
profession being in attendance. All classes of citizens have
agreed that the action of the league delivered the hardest blow
to machine politics that has ever been witnessed in this city,
because on the face of it the movement was entirely disinter¬
ested and not to be discounted by the machine politician. The
league was the means of arousing the apathy of the good citi¬
zens so that following its action the newspapers began to take a

decided stand and public mass-meetings of citizens were held. It
having been the means of arousing the public conscience, sue
cess in throwing off the shackles of does rule from the city was
assured. At the election on April 3, the self sacrifice of the
physicians was amply rewarded. While the nominal republi¬
can candidate for mayor, against whom the fight was made,
was defeated by nearly 3,000 votes, the rest of that party's
ticket was elected by majorities ranging up to 9361. A more
direct and stinging rebuke to "machine" methods, or a more

gratifying triumph of the good elements of society, could not
be asked. Further, on all sides was heard the comment that
the action of the medical profession was what carried convic¬
tion of municipal corruption home to the mass of voters.

Gleanings.—Indications of mercurial intoxication in kidneys
of fetus, showing transmission of mercury from the mother.

. .

Case of acute rebellious mercurialism cured with subcuta¬
neous injection of salt solution, and massage.

.

Another case
of successful suture of the right ventricle with prompt recov¬

ery after stab wound of the heart, Ramoni.
. .

Another severe
case of tetanus cured with Bacelli's method (vide Journal,
xxx, p. 1236). .

.

Coincidence of Parkinson's disease and myxe-
dema (Gaz. degliOsp., February 26)

. .

Alcoholism simulating
meningitis in infant nursed by alcoholic (Echo Med., February
26).

. .

Electrolysis recommended as cure for stenosis and pal¬
liative for cancer of esophagus (St. Petersburg Med. Woch.,
February 18).

. .

Forgotten pessary removed after thirty-two
years (Jour, de Méd. ).

. .

Hartwig states that the reaction to
Bremer's test is constant in diabetes mellitus.

. .

Frontal sinu¬
sitis diagnosed from diplopia alone, which disappeared after
curettement of the sinus.

. .

Pulitzer's new clinic of otology
officially inaugurated at Vienna.

. .

Typic lesions of intestinal
anthrax and abdominal typhus noted at necropsy (Med. Obos-
renje, January, 1899.

. .

A number of unfavorable experiences
with Flechsig's opium bromid treatment of epilepsy have
recently been reported in the foreign exchanges.

. .

Grawitz
has noted several cases of intestinal ulcérations caused directly
by uremia (Deutsche Med. Woch., No. 20). . . L. Hektoen's

assertion that the giant cells of tuberculous processes are not
necrosed elements, but elements of cure which may become
transformed in co small living cells, is attracting much atten¬
tion at home and abroad (Jour. Exp. Med., iii, 6).

. .

Three
cases reported of fetus developing outside of the membranes ;
placenta enormous ; constant discharges of water after fifth
month.

. .

Jordan has noted erythema in the throat in one-

third of 675 cases of syphilis (Med. Obos., November, 1898).
. .

Much unnecessary pain avoided if the constricting band¬
age for Oberst's regional anesthesia is only drawn tight enough
to compress the blood-vessels effectively. Compression beyond
this point is not required (Munich Med. Woch., February 21).

. .

Tetany after partial strumectomy ; fourth case on record.

. .

A traumatic origin for tabes is indicated when the phe¬
nomena first appear and are most intense in the injured mem¬
ber. Trömmer reports two cases.

Philadelphia.
Mortality Statistics.—The number of deaths during the

week ending March 25 were 530, an increase of 10 over the
previous week. The principal causes were : Apoplexy, 17 ;
cancer, 13 ; tuberculosis, 66 ; diabetes, 2 ; heart disease, 55 ;
nephritis, 26; septicemia, 8; suicide, 4; appendicitis, 2.

Coroner's Physician.—Dr. William S. Wadsworth has
been appointed physician to the coroner, in place of Dr. H. W.
Cattell, resigned. Dr. Wadsworth is a graduate of the Uni¬
versity of Pennsylvania, secretary of the Philadelphia Alumni
of the Medical Department of the University, and resident
pathologist of the Presbyterian Hospital. Dr. H. W. Cattell
has been appointed pathologist to the Pennsylvania Hospital
and will shortly take a trip to Europe for the purpose of study.

Text of the Bill.—The text of the bill abolishing the
board of health of this city (vide Journal, p. 570), creating
in its place a bureau of health, after directing that the mayor
shall at once organize the said bureau of health, and shall
supervise and control all the subordinate officers and employes
therein, reads : "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the author¬
ity of the same, that the law vested in the board of health for
cities of the first class shall be exercised and performed by a

bureau of the Department of Public Safety of the same cities
to be known as the Bureau of Public Health. The mayor
shall at once organize the said bureau of health and shall
supervise and control all the subordinate officers and employes
therein. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to alter,
abridge or repeal the honors, duties or emoluments of the
health officer of the city of Philadelphia." The board of
health had been in existence within a few days of 100 years.

Questions and Answers.
TOXIC ACTION OF CHEMICALLY PURE WATER

Janestille, Wis., March 27,1899.
"o the Editor :—The enclosed article I copied from a late daily newspaper

and as the subject is one of vital interest to me, I take the liberty to ask
your opinion, so that all doubts may be set at rest in my mind. Basing my
opinion entirely upon my own experience, I should say that Dr. Koeppe is
mistaken in his conclusions. However, I should very much like to know
the unbiased opinion of a man of science. Please reply by letter or through
the Journal. A. "V. Lyle.

Answer.—Our correspondent sends us a clipping which refers to the
toxic qualities of pure water. It surprises him, as it may surprise others,
to know that absolutely pure water is a poison. Hans Koeppe, in the
Deutsche Medicinische Wochenschrift of September 29, discusses the subject
fully. It has been noticed that quenching one's thirst with ice or snow, in
the very high altitudes, has been disastrous, and this it is claimed is be¬
cause the ice when dissolved is pure water. Absolutely pure water con¬

tains no salts. Koeppe tells us that the water from dissolved ice in high
altitudes is purer than distilled water. The poisonous character of per¬
fectly pure water comes from its property of extracting salts from animal
tissues, and causing them to swell up by inhibition. Koeppe mentions

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of British Columbia Library User  on 06/18/2015


